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The Multi Cultural Experience


I was born in 1812.  Recently, I have experienced several waves of immigration, including groups from Russia, Vietnam, Somalia, Mexico and other Latin American countries.  I have a very strong and stable economy and my growth has caused me to become the 15th largest city in the United States.  Who am I?  The answer to the question is: Columbus Ohio.  From 2000 to 2003, international immigrants accounted for 82 percent of Franklin County’s net population.  “We’re even seeing people from Madagascar!  I never thought I’d meet someone from Madagascar,” said Angela Plummer, director of Community Refugee and Immigration Services (Columbus Dispatch 2006).  Although natives from Columbus welcome and benefit from this current trend, there have been many negative issues that have been brought forth.  A lot of which comes in the form of misconceptions and stereotyping.  Our group plans to address these issues by informing and educating Columbus about its diverse population.


The Multi-Cultural Experience will begin by redevelopment of a landmark that used to be the premier shopping destination in Columbus.  This 1.2 million-square-foot, three level shopping center is known as City Center.  The downtown located City Center has suffered devastating losses due to the openings of new shopping centers throughout the city.  On July 31, 2007 the city of Columbus filed a lawsuit to evict the management company which holds the lease on the property to gain control of the mall.  “There are two things we have to do,” said City of Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman.  “One is to control it.  And then, number two is to get it redeveloped” (WBNS-TV 2007).


Our group (Michelle McKinney, Shaniqua Joiner, Lydia Grippa, Jim Kelly, Cassidy Long, Chris Kadar, Dowan Marsh) will present to you our vision of the redevelopment of City Center into The Multi-Cultural Experience.  A place to explore, learn and understand different cultures.  Our process will consist of:

· Each member designated an ethnic group represented in Columbus 

· Research and gather data 

· Chris Kadar will organize data using Microsoft PowerPoint

· Each member will have a 2-3 minute presentation 

This virtual tour will include such things as religion, music, art, history and much more.  Ultimately, our goal is to educate Columbus and its visitors so they will have a better understanding of the different people we see and interact with.  Understanding ones background and culture will have a positive impact on our misconceptions of one another.   

